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steadfast purpose, his never-ending capacity for labor. He
outweighed all men who came under his sway. Dion Cassius
says he governed people by their interests; that he saw the
real value of things and cared naught for the looks ; that lie
was arrogant, but could bend to those he wished to honor or
seduce ; that those who were not devoted to him feared him.
" He could lower the superb, elevate the humble, inspire here
terror, there confidence; all this in a moment whenever he
chose."

" Gifted," continues the same author, " with the liveliest
power of conception, Hannibal could aim at his end by wise
caution; and yet his sudden resolutions required a prompt
spirit because they were instantaneous. . . . He profited by
the present without making mistakes and strongly dominated
the future. Of a consummate prudence in ordinary conjunc-
tions, he divined with, sagacity what was the best part to take
in unseen cases. Tims lie drew himself with fortune and at
once from the difficulties of the moment, at the same time
that his reason showed him the necessities of the morrow.
Appreciating with equal justice what was and was apt to be,
he always adapted his speech and actions with ability to the
existing circumstances."

His power over men accomplished remarkable results.
Reaching cisalpine Gaul, it was but a few weeks before the
tribes of the whole province became Ms sworn allies. They
remained faithful to his cause, and bore their heavy burden
with cheerful alacrity, though notably the most unstable of
peoples* Hannibal possessed a keen insight into human na-
ture, as well as boundless personal magnetism. However
little we are told of his appearance, wo know that he carried
that in his face and manner which lent wonderful force to
what he said or did*

Hannibal's victories were as brilliant as any ever won; buthistout egowma* ot n^ayaut qti^une paneioi^ le patriotisuu^ dont
